Same Sex Intimate Partner Violence




Learning objectives

Most people know coworkers, neighbours, friends or family
members who belong to same sex relationships. Just like

hetero-sexual partnerships, same-sex relationships can be
abusive. This lesson will cover:

e limitations on domestic violence research on same

relationships;
e issues related to power and control; and
e challenges that are unique to victims

partnerships.

SEX



Rates of violence

While we know that there is
violence in same sex
relationships, research
studies on these unions have
been limited.

Why does gay and lesbian
Intimate partner violence
create challenges for
researchers?

Things to consider:

e because of known
stereotypes, gays and
lesbians may be reluctant to
participate in studies;

e this creates challenges

gathering a large
size for researeff;

Sburce: .vifamily.ca/library/cft/samesex_05.
htmI#RELIABLE



Rates of violence

Some studies suggest that
the rate of intimate partner
violence is about the same In
both hetero- and homo-
sexual relationships.

Other studies suggest that
the rates of violence may be
even higher in same-sex
relationships.

Source: www.aardvarc.org/dv/gay.sht




Power and control

Coercion
and Threats | Intimidation

Using ™ ; Using
Economic Emotional
Ahuse Abuse

Using Male Using
Privilege Isolation

Using Minimizing,

Children en ying, and
Blaming

Sexya) Violence

The Power and Control Wheel was develeped fror
experience of battered women in Duluth, Mina€sofe wio had
been abused by their male partners. It has beer trarslated into

over 40 languages and has resonated withsthe eXperience of
battered women world-wide.

t



Power and control

Power and Control Wheel for
Leshian, Gay, Bisexual and Trans Relationships

The Power and Control Wheel vetERosensy
has been adapted for same- 3 %
sex initimate partnerships.

A batterer systematically uses
threats,.intimidation and
coercion to instill fear in her/his
partner.

Develuged by
Fae & Japodinsky

To download a copy of this e
wheel, click here.



http://www.tcfv.org/pdf/Updated_wheels/LGBT.pdf

Abuse Iin same-sex relationships

There are numerous ways
that abuse takes place in
same-sex partnerships:

e physical abuse

e psychological or
emotional-abuse

e isolation

e stalking/harassing

e threats and intimidation

e economic abuse

e sexual abuse

e property destruction




Fear

Gay and lesbian victims of intimate partner violence have concerns
that differ from victims of heterosexual domestic violence.

They worry about the impact of homophobia. How will service
providers react to the abuse? Will they receive the services that th
need?

What if the victim-has not yet "come out of the closet?"

"For those who are 'in the closet,’ the abuse i eal the
victim's sexual and/or gender identity. means,ef coptfol Ahereby
endangering relationships with famghaaambers’ friepds, géworkers of
employers" (Gillis, p. 135).




Fear

Persons living with HIV/AIDS may have additional concerns.

What if the victim of abuse is HIV positive?

Will the abuser threaten to disclose her/his HIV status?

in Capédian families. \Waterloo,

Source: Alaggia, R. and Vine, C. I
ON, Wilfrid Laurier University Press.



Fear

b LA yr In same-sex couples
E‘f‘\ VA, W™ > experiencing abuse there
; | may be additional fears:
e of losing the relationship
that confirmed ones
sexual orientation;
e of not being beh




Challenges

Intervention

Because of stereotypes of
same-sex relationships, it can
be difficult for same-sex
victims-of IPV to reach out for
help.

For example, gay men may
worry that the police will
assume that the assault is
not initimate partner violence
but simply a fight between
two men.




Challenges

Emergency shelter

A lesbian woman may seek refuge in a shelter for battered

women but she may worry that her abuser may claim to be a
victim and also end up in the shelter with her. Unlike In
heterosexual relationships where a woman is abused b
male partner shelters are able to refuse access to

Gay men, as well as heterosexual
have access to shelters for victims of vi



Challenges

Crisis line

Gay men and lesbian women are
reluctant to call crisis lines.

They wonder if the couns
will be sympathetic to

y gay
will be gi




Things to consider . . .

Research on the rates of violence amongst same-sex couples
Is limited and it is difficult to determine how rates of IPV among
same-sex couples compares to heterosexual couples.

Given societal stereotypes and homophobia, same-sex co
who experience intimate partner violence experience uni
challenges when they seek help.

How would you respond if someone fro

experiencing abuse in a same-sex
help?



